
 

 

 

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY WINE SOCIETY 

2025 MANIFESTO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

President – Davi Vontobel 

 

Hello! My name is Davi Vontobel; I’m a second-year PhD student in Clinical Neurosciences 

with a penchant for Champagne and Burgundy, running for President of CUWS. Over the 

past year, I’ve had the pleasure of serving as Events Officer for CUWS and CUBWTS. These 

roles have deepened my appreciation of wine and given me hands-on experience working 

with winemakers and Masters of Wine and organizing tastings of all scales. From 

coordinating our routine wine tastings to managing logistics for flagship events like the 

annual garden party and Konstantin Baum MW masterclass, I’ve developed strong 

communication and organizational skills essential to the President’s role. On a personal note, 

I still remember how welcoming my first CUWS tasting felt, the discovery of a place to 

connect, learn, and unwind amidst the pressures of Cambridge life. If elected, I’d be excited 

to preserve and build on that ethos, working closely with winemakers and our committee to 

deliver tastings that are engaging, inclusive, and enriching for all our members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Secretary – Katie Birditt 

 

I would be honoured to join the wine society as Secretary, bringing a passion for wine 

cultivated through tastings, vineyard visits across the UK and South Africa, and personal 

study of classic and emerging regions. My strong organizational skills and meticulous 

attention to detail have been proven in previous roles. I have experience in coordinating and 

managing Cambridge society events as treasurer of the cambridge neuroscience early career 

researcher society. As someone who values community, I strive to be approachable and 

responsive as the first point of contact for member queries, ensuring everyone feels 

supported. I am the Chair of the Cambridge Children’s Hospital Young Adult Forum and 

thrive on crafting compelling weekly emails and taking thorough minutes to keep our 

committee aligned. Above all, I believe my enthusiasm and dedication will drive me to grow 

quickly into the role and ensure our communications and events run seamlessly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Treasurer – Noah Shapiro 

 

My name is Noah Shapiro, I am a second-year PhD student in Clinical Neurosciences at 

Sidney Sussex College. I have a longstanding appreciation for fine red wine, particularly 

those from the Valais region of Switzerland. 

 

If elected Treasurer, I would bring enthusiasm and experience to the role. I previously served 

as Treasurer of a Youth Organization in Switzerland, where I managed budgets and oversaw 

financial planning. Additionally, my involvement in event coordination through the Early 

Career Research Committee at the Dementia Research Institute has further strengthened my 

organizational and budgetary skills. 

 

I am committed to maintaining the financial health of CUWS through responsible and 

sustainable management. My aim is to ensure the society’s resources are well stewarded to 

support its continued growth and success in the years ahead. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Events Officer – Brady Stephens 

 

Hello! My name is Brady and this past year I was Speakers and Alumni Officer for the 

Cambridge University Blind Wine Tasting Society. I also organized all of the event bookings 

for Michaelmas before Davi stepped into that role. I have experience communicating with 

and organizing wine events at Churchill, Little St. Mary’s Church, St. Andrew’s Hall, etc! I 

have been a CUWS member since the beginning of my time here at Cambridge and am 

excited about the opportunity to join the committee this year!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Websmaster/Ticketing Officer – Claire Namuroy 

 

Dear fellow wine aficionados and connoisseurs, 

 

My name is Claire. I am a first-year PhD student in the Department of Engineering. I grew up 

in France, where I gained early exposure to the world of wine tasting. I have since had a 

wonderful time attending the tastings held throughout this year, which have given me a 

chance to hone my palate and meet a number of you. I now hope to play my part in making 

your experiences as seamless as possible by running as your Website and Ticketing officer. 

As a seasoned computational scientist, I am very comfortable with handling technical issues 

on the fly and learning new programming languages as the need arises. 

 

I also have experience using WordPress, which I will be able to put to good use as your 

webmaster. I hope I can count on your vote, and look forward to seeing many of you at  

future wine tastings! 

 

Best, 

Claire 

 

 



 

Membership and Sponsorship Officer – Qing Wang 

 

Thanks for reading this manifesto. My name is Qing Wang, a first-year PhD student in 

Physics at Cambridge. I’m applying for the role of Sponsorship and Membership Officer for 

25-26 academic year.   

My interest in wine began at Nanjing University in China, where I was an active member of 

the wine association. I had the opportunity to learn from wine educators, attend tastings, 

visit vineyards, meet winemakers, and participate in competitions. Our team won the sixth 

Chinese Blind Wine Tasting Competition (Nanjing), and individually, I won the Sommelier 

Competition for University Students (Nanjing), organized by the Bordeaux Wine Trade 

Union.  

At Cambridge, one of the first things I did was join CUWS as a lifetime member :) I've 

attended nearly all tastings, and I was selected for the CUBWTS team. Representing 

Cambridge, I’ve participated in wine competitions in Paris and Lausanne, and we won in 

Lausanne, placing 1st out of 14 teams.  

Wine tastings from CUWS have made my time at Cambridge especially meaningful. I want to 

get involved in this community, connect with members, and work with sponsors to support 

more engaging and enjoyable tastings.  

I hope to bring people together to enjoy good wine and share smiling faces over a glass:)  

Thanks again for your time, and I truly appreciate your support!  

 


